Billionaires Auction Social Security

HOST: I’m __________ of Billionaires for Bush. Thank you all for coming to our auction.

Can you feel the excitement? 

Can you feel the love? …or is it greed? 

Kudos to the Wall street fatcats, trust-fund babies, and dissolute heiresses who are here today to reap their richly-deserved rewards. President Bush often appeals to the ownership society, by which he means us. We are the haves and have-mores; we are his base, and this Social Security giveaway, I mean “reform” is our due. Nothing more, nothing less. OK, maybe a bit more. (heh, heh, heh). 

But before we get started, a tip of the top hat to the representatives of OUR MEDIA. Thanks for coming, guys. There’ll be an extra little something in your pay slips this week.  

Thanks also to the working taxpayers, without whom we’d never get access to the vast public monies in the Social Security fund. 

Social Security. It’s had a good 70 years, but what has it done for Billionaires? Not enough! Who would you rather see the Social Security surplus go to, some abstract “Future Generations” or us? It’s time old people and orphans start paying us what they’ve been hoarding for years. That’s why the Billionaires for Bush  wholeheartedly back the president's scheme -- I'm sorry, plan -- to take money from Main Street and deliver it to Wall Street.

This auction of a great American legacy is a nice start.

Did you know that that poor, unfortunate stockbrokers on Wall Street currently do NOT get a cut of Social Security? Right now, money goes straight from the Social Security fund to those who paid into it.

We know where the money should go- to our firms, in the form of fees!  But the efficiency-crazed pencil pushers at the Social Security Administration are in our way.  How can we take 20 percent off the top when they insist on keeping 99 percent of the money in the program, with less than one percent going to administrative costs? We say it’s time to put ‘creative’ back into ‘accounting’. 

And furthermore, it’s a known fact that seniors, widows, orphans, and disabled workers spend most of their Social Security checks on food and housing. Bo-ring! I mean, where's the panache, the brio, the decadence? 

Clearly, Social Security money is wasted on ordinary Americans. And for this reason we are auctioning it off to the highest bidder. 

FDR gave them the New Deal.  George W. Bush will bring them the Raw Deal. It’s a cushy deal for billionaires, but let’s keep that entre nous, shall we? 

[Chapters may choose to end the performace here at the end of this speech by skipping to the call and response chant at the end. If chapters wish to do the entire auction performance but don’t have many actors, they may easily combine some of the roles in the script below.]

Let me introduce our auctioneer, [Billionaire Name] . 

AUCTIONEER: Thank you. Let’s get down to business, shall we? Can we have the catalog description, please, as read by my assistant, Vanna Drillit
?

The Bailiff brings out the Old Couple from behind the backdrop.

VANNA: Since 1937, Social Security has paid out more than $7.4 trillion dollars to retired working Americans, disabled workers, and their survivors.

BILL #1: You mean all the money just goes to old people?

BILL #2  Why should they get the money -- just because they paid into the fund in the first place? That's no reason!

VANNA: Now in 2005, nearly 30 million retired workers get nearly $30 billion every month. Add the survivors and disabled and that means that a cool $492 billion was disbursed by Social Security in 2004 alone.

BILL #1  But how much of that goes to brokerage firms?

BILL #3  Oh, baby! Let me bid on that action!

AUCTIONEER: Gentlemen, please! (bangs on gavel) The whole catalogue entry, and then your over-exuberant bids.

VANNA: The winning bidder will also have the Social Security brand name. Social Security is the government's most popular program. 
 90 percent of Americans believe we either spend the right amount on it or should spend more. You won’t find a corporation, military branch, or government subsidiary with a more trusted and appreciated brand name cachet than Social Security. 

HOST: Now you might ask- how are we going to sell this Raw Deal to the public?  I mean, I could sell ice to the Eskimos, and even I couldn’t make this one go down easy.  But President Bush has a plan. He’s telling baby boomers that Social Security is one big trainwreck.  He’s  got his boys spouting spin in all the media markets. It’s his latest fear-based initiative, and boy do we need it.  After all, Social Security is in great shape. Social Security is running HUGE trillion dollar SURPLUSES.

These surpluses aren’t in a vault somewhere, in the Bedford Falls Savings and Loan! 

Look around you, at your fellow Billionaires.

The Social Security surplus is in your second mansion in the Florida Keys, Iona.

It paid for your steel refinery in Indonesia, Thurston.

The surplus is in your priceless collection of 45 sportscars, Monet.

And in your new sweatshop in Honduras, Millie.

Our President gave the Social Security surplus to us billionaires …as… tax… cuts. 

You know how sound Social Security is, since you are feasting off its largesse. And the feast has just begun. Let’s let Vanna explain:

VANNA: The Securities Industry Association estimates that Bush’s scheme to privatize Social Security will net brokerage firms AT LEAST a cool $39 billion dollars, and perhaps as much as $279 billion.
 You think you can’t afford to buy Social Security? You can’t afford NOT to buy it.

AUCTIONEER: Ladies and gentlemen, that concludes the independently verifiable testimony as to the soundness of this item. Take it from President Bush's first Treasury Secretary, Paul O’Neil, who called it "the most successful domestic program in American history." Right now, old people, orphans, and widows are milking this cash cow. It’s keeping 48 percent of seniors from living below the poverty line- and doing bupkus for us billionaires. Folks, this is some high-quality merchandise -- someone's gonna walk away with a great deal!

BILL #3: Take that, Roosevelt! It’s taken 70 years, but finally, rich people can really profit from Social Security, and starve that beastly program at the same time!

AUCTIONEER: Ten ... Do I hear 10 million?

BILL #4: Ten million dollars? Why, that's less than what my firm paid to lobby for Social Security privatization [Bids casually.] 

AUCTIONEER: I hear 10. How about 20? Twenty million.

BILL #5: Twenty million? [Yawns and bids.] Chump change! Cheney got that as a golden parachute, just for leaving Halliburton. My factory in China gets me $20 million a month in profits. And best of all, I don't have to pay any of those demanding American workers.

AUCTIONEER: Twenty, do I hear 30? Thirty million dollars.

BILL #6: Hah! [Bids.] My bonus last year was $30 million. And I earned every penny -- after all, I laid off 3,000 employees, and that was hard work. I mean, where else could we get the money for my bonus?

BILL #5: I bid a paltry $36 million, which is the amount that the securities industry spent to appoint this president in 2004.

AUCTIONEER: Do I hear 40? Social Security must be worth 40 million dollars!

BILL #7: Forty million dollars! That was my bonus on Wall Street last year. Thank goodness I get my commissions whether or not the stocks go up or down! I'll take it!

AUDIENCE MEMBER #1: You’re picking our pockets to line yours! If we lose Social Security, millions of Americans will be ruined!

Host: Millions of Americans? Yes, perhaps. But not the Billionaires! Wall Street will make billions on the commissions alone! Middle-class Americans get lower benefits, Billionaires get more profits.

. 

AUDIENCE MEMBER #2: But Social Security is supposed to help middle class Americans! Who cares about Billionaires?

BILL #3: I'll tell you who: George W. Bush. After all, we paid for his campaign. You’d better believe he’s giving us something in return! 

AUCTIONEER: The bid is at $40 million 

AUDIENCE MEMBER #3: I’m NOT a Billionaire. I stake up against all your bids the health of our seniors, our orphans, and our nation! How much is that worth?
AUCTIONEER: I’m sorry, cash or campaign contributions only.

HECKLER: Don’t do it! You can’t trust our future to Wall Street! It’s not safe! 

HOST: Don’t worry, my good man. Let Wall Street take care of it. You can trust corporate America. We’ve taken care of the biggest companies in the world: just think about Enron and WorldCom. We all know their pensioners are going to be just fine. After all, there will never come a day when Wal-Mart DOESN’T need greeters.

AUCTIONEER: We’re still at $40 million, cheaper than some inaugurations! Let’s talk real money, people.

BILL #4: Finally! I’m the CEO of Boeing. I’ve got a $22 BILLION dollar rigged Air Force contract. That money’s burning a hole in my pocket and I’m feeling lucky! One hundred million dollars! 

AUCTIONEER: I hear $100 Million. Going once, going twice…

Gone!

(Bailiff strips Old Couple of the piggie bank after a short struggle.

Gives piggie to BILL #4.
Bailiff thinks a bit and goes back to take the coats from the Old Couple.

They are too befuddled to resist, and comply to the extent that they can hear and react.

Bailiff takes coats to BILL #4 as well.

AUCTIONEER: Don’t go away folks! We have a few other items up. Our 2005 and 2006 wars are ready for rollout. Guess who gets the dealer mark-up, and who gets the sticker shock?

(Old Couple shiver, audibly throughout)

What will you guys give me for the contract to rebuild…Iran? 

And boy oh boy, will they have to rebuild!

(gestures to the Old Couple)

Will the bailiff please direct these people to a heating grate somewhere?

(Bailiff leads Old Couple behind the backdrop)

(Meanwhile, The Host hands piece of paper to Auctioneer.)

AUCTIONEER: Sorry, but we are withdrawing all Iran-related items from the bidding.

(pause)

That contract’s gone out to Kellog, Brown, and Root, fully owned subsidiary of Halliburton! What, did you think Halliburton would ever have to bid for a contract?

This concludes the auction. Winners, please turn in your FEC filings and Pioneer donor numbers in to the cashier. 

HOST: Remember no sales are final until Congress says so. Keep saying “crisis” and “reform” and we’ll get them to do our bidding.

[Call and response begins here]

Now, let’s affirm our values, Billionaires!

Whose Social Security?

BILLS: Our Social Security!

HOST: Whose Brokerage fees?

BILLS: Our Brokerage fees!

HOST: Take From Main Street!

BILLS: Give to Wall Street!

Stay wealthy, and stay on message!

[exeunt]
�I think we should keep the introduction of Vanna in as long as we have the Vanna part, becuase, well, it's kind of cute. 





� http://www.ssa.gov/history/hfaq.html





� In 2004, more than 47 million Americans will receive approximately $492 billion in Social Security benefits. http://www.ssa.gov/pressoffice/basicfact.htm


� http://www.heritage.org/Research/SocialSecurity/em866.cfm


� Rob Mills, in the ironically titled “Individual Social Security Accounts: No Free Lunch for Wall Street” Securities Industry Association Reports vol. V no. 13 p. 12-19. p. 19 for 279 billion. “paltry” in summary on page 2. http://www.sia.com/research/pdf/RsrchRprtVol5-13.pdf .


� The $36 million figure comes from the Center for Responsive Politics database of FEC campaign donation filings. http://www.opensecrets.org/industries/indus.asp?ind=F07
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